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Sam Lynd 
NEA Baptist Memorial Hospital 

 

Sam Lynd is the Administrator and Chief Executive Officer of the NEA Baptist Memorial Hospital 
and NEA Baptist Health System. 

Sam came to NEA Baptist from Baptist Memorial Hospital – Memphis in April 2020.  This was just 
as the Covid-19 Pandemic was beginning. 

Immediately, Sam became involved in the Community and the Auxiliary.  He served on a Regional 
CEO group through AHA regarding the Covid-19 Pandemic in Arkansas.  Unfortunately, at that 
time, the Auxiliary was not allowed to work due to the risk of Covid-19.  Sam authorized the 
Auxiliary to be able to come to the cafeteria and get a meal and take it home.  Even after the 
Auxiliary was allowed back to work in the gift shop, the Auxilians still not working could come get 
a lunch meal and take it home. 

Prior to the Auxiliary returning to the gift shop, he authorized the maintenance department to 
construct a Plexiglass shield around the counter at the checkout in the gift shop for our 
protection. 

Because of the pandemic, we could not have our Annual Christmas dinner that was provided by 
the Hospital.  Sam, as well as other management team members, personally delivered Christmas 
poinsettias with a special Christmas card to each Auxiliary member, which is about 50+ members.  
Every Christmas the hospital has a Christmas Tree lighting ceremony with carols sung by local 
artist or schools, reading of the Christmas story in the Bible, and of course, Santa Clause reading 
the Night Before Christmas.  This is open to the community for attendance.  Due to the Pandemic, 
this was not feasible, so a video was made to be seen on social media.  Sam included the Auxiliary 
President and president Elect in the video and the lighting of the tree.  The 40-foot tree was 
donated to the hospital by the Auxiliary several years ago and the Auxiliary is always a part of this 
community event. 

Sam was also instrumental in making sure the Auxiliary was included in the receiving the Pfizer 
Biotech Covid-19 vaccine after the Healthcare workers, front-line workers had been vaccinated.  
The Auxiliary very much appreciated getting the vaccine as being part of the hospital, it was 
offered to us before it was offered to the community.  This allowed those that had not returned 
to work in the gift shop have immunity and then shortly thereafter, the other Auxilians were 
allowed to return to other jobs within the Hospital. 



Sam has been an advocate and supporter of our Auxiliary in the 14 months he has been at our 
hospital, and we cannot thank him enough.  We think he is our “Administrator or the Year”. 

 

 


